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ACTIVITY PERMITS FOR ROCK-CLIMBING IN TABLE MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL PARK 
 
Climbers report that rangers have recently been requiring them to produce 
'My Activity Permits' for a wide range of climbing activities in the Park. 
 
The MCSA's understanding of the existing arrangement is as follows: 

ñ No permit is required for hiking, scrambling or traditional (trad) 
climbing.  

ñ No permit is required for bouldering, pending finalization of an 
Environmental Management Plan for Bouldering.  MCSA is working 
with SANParks on this.  

ñ A 'My Activity Permit (Level 2)' is required for sport climbing (ie, 
climbing at bolted crags).  See the SANParks website for details 
(www.sanparks.org/parks/table_mountain/tourism/activities.php#e
mp).  However, card-carrying MCSA members are exempt from this 
requirement, in consideration of MCSA's management of sport 
climbing in terms of SANParks' Environmental Management 
Programme for Climbing on the Peninsula Mountain Chain, which 
is also posted there. 

SANParks have indicated that they propose changing this arrangement 
and MCSA is engaging with them on this.  MCSA would like to know of all 
incidents where rangers challenge climbers contrary to the above 
arrangement.  Please email full details to Delaney at delaney@rock-
chicks.co.za or mcsacapetown@iafrica.com so that we can keep a log. 

And lastly, a reminder to all climbers:  as always, please respect our Park, 
tread lightly and leave no trace. 

Cuan Lohrentz, Chairman of the Rock-climbing Subcommittee of MCSA, 
Cape Town Section, on behalf of 
Brian Lambourne, Chairman of MCSA, Cape Town Section. 

	  
	  


